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SETC Focus

The Special Education Technology Center
Do you have questions about the iPad and Assistive Technology?
So did we. For more information and training on the iPad,
see page 3.

iPurpose iPlan with the iPad
in Special Education
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A recent article featured by NPR Ed entitled iPads in Special Ed:
What Does the Research Say? addresses the issue of the
effectiveness of iPads in education. This is a hot topic for educators,
administrators and parents alike, given the fact that there are
approximately 8 million iPads in classrooms throughout the world.
IPads continue to dominate the market for tablets in education. They
no doubt increase focus and engagement and give access to
hundreds of thousands of apps to address learning needs. The NPR
article concludes that the research sample for use of iPad in special
education is small and inconclusive. Most of the information
available on the effectiveness of iPads in Sped is anecdotal and
situational.
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iPad in Special Ed. continued from Page 1
With so much money being spent on iPads and apps,
we need to look specifically at our own situations.
In Washington State, school by school & classroom
by classroom, how is this educational tool impacting
learning for our students? Is the iPad enhancing
student learning, facilitating communication, and
increasing accessibility options for your students?
Are we using this tool with intention and purpose?
Are we incorporating what we already know about
learning and allowing that knowledge to shape our
use of the iPad? Bottom line, are we seeing results
that lead to increased learning and function for our
students?
For our students on the autism spectrum, the iPad
offers a predictable and immediate way to receive
feedback, increasing attention to task. It gives our
non-verbal students a “voice” through
communication apps. Students with learning
disabilities are provided with auditory support for
text and online information. Whether your caseload
is high or low incidence, there are ways to use this
engaging tool to increase academic skills.
With the challenge of great diversity in our K-12
student population comes the need for a wide range
of learning tools. Implementation of educational
apps can help address the needs of young and
mature students working to meet common core
standards. Whereas many mainstream instructional
strategies create barriers for students with
disabilities, the iPad allows students to work at their
level and demonstrate knowledge and abilities in a
manner commensurate with their abilities and
learning style. It permits teachers to integrate
customized visual and auditory support into their
instruction.

iPad: Impacting Special Education?
The iPad provides individualized learning
opportunities and instructional strategies to meet
the needs of our special education students. Join us
for our Fall Mini-Conference where we will take
what we know about how children learn and
combine it with the use of this fabulous tool. In the
hands of educators with purpose and a plan, the
iPad can add a new dimension to the education of
students with disabilities.
To read the more:
NPR Ed How Learning Happens June 13th
Kamenetz, Anya. "iPads in Special Ed: What does the Research
Say?" NPR Ed How Learning Happens, 13 June 2014. Web. 24
July 2014
www.npr.org/blogs/ed/2014/06/13/321058641/ipads-inspecial-ed-what-does-the-research-say

SETC is a statewide grant funded by OSPI, Special Education Unit, and administered by
Central Washington University.

2

Fall and Winter
2014

Lorem Ipsum Dolor

iPad in Special Education Fall Mini- Conference
Sponsored by the Special Education Technology Center
November 6th in Spokane and November 7th in Federal Way
We are all looking forward to some hands-on with the iPad.
Do you have students with accessibility or communication issues?
This is the training to help with those questions.
8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

How Accessible is the iPad?
Speech Apps in Action

10:15 a.m.-11:45 a.m.

Hands-on with Switch Accessible Apps
Ready-Set-Play: Enhancing Language with Apps

12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Apps for Students on the Autism Spectrum
Experience Communication with the Top 5 AAC Apps

2:15 p.m.-3:45 p.m.

Writing Support for Students with Learning Disabilities
Creating Learning Opportunities for your AAC Users

Please register individually on line. We will bill you or your school when we receive your registrations.
Descriptions of each session can be found on our website. Look for Upcoming Training.
Registration free is $100. A total of six clock hours will be available through ESD105 for an additional fee.

HOW TO REGISTER
The training self-registration link is
found on the SETC home page.
SpecialEdTechCenter.org
If you are a returning user, enter your
e-mail address and password.
If this is your first registration please
create an account. If access is not
immediate send an e-mail to Sue Wright
at wrightsu@cwu.edu
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Meet the Staff of the
Special Education Technology Center
Jerry Connolly, SETC Director
Jerry Connolly is Director of the Special Education Technology Center (SETC) located on the campus of Central
Washington University in Ellensburg. Prior to joining the SETC he worked as a special education teacher at the
secondary level specializing in vocational preparation and transition. He holds a Master's degree in vocational
preparation for special needs students and also has a degree in music, an interest he blends with technology through
the use of computers in composition and recording.
Sue Wright, SETC Program Coordinator
Sue Wright is a graduate of Central Washington University’s Business and Administrative Office Management
Program. She worked for WA State as well as both large and small privately owned companies in the community
before returning to CWU in 2000. Sue has been a member of the Special Education Technology Center for the past 14
years. Sue enjoys cultural arts, photography and travel.
Kristin Leslie, OTR/L, AT Specialist
Kristin Leslie is an occupational therapist and an assistive technology specialist who has worked as an OT in
Washington state public schools for 16 years. She currently works in the Zillah School District. Her role at SETC
involves teaching webinars and classes, as well as consulting with districts on implementing assistive technology with
children with wide range of physical and cognitive abilities. Kristin enjoys gardening and spending time at the beach
with her family.
Karen Foreman, CCC-SLP, AAC Specialist
Karen is a Speech Language Pathologist and an Augmentative Communication Specialist for the Special Education
Technology Center. She also works as a Speech Language Pathologist at Pioneer School District. Karen has a diverse
background as a Speech Language Pathologist and has worked in hospitals, clinics, home health, skilled nursing
facilities, public schools, and private practice. She has worked in the field of augmentative communication since
1984. She has a Masters Degree in Speech Language Pathology and has worked in Olympia, Shelton, San Diego, and
Rochester England. Karen enjoys travel.
Brenda Del Monte, CCC-SLP, AAC Specialist
Brenda Del Monte is a Speech Language Pathologist and an assistive technology evaluator and facilitator. She
worked as an SLP in Washington state public schools for 7 years. She is currently a private practitioner in AZ where
she does home based therapy, as well as AAC evaluations and trainings. Her background includes experience in the
medical setting, private setting and birth-to-three. Her role at SETC involves teaching webinars and classes, creating
video tutorials, and collaborating with districts on implementing assistive technology with children with wide range
of physical and cognitive abilities. Brenda enjoys sports and music with her family.
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Suzanne Lang, SETC Office Assistant
Suzanne Lang has been with SETC for 2 years. She has lived in many areas of Washington but returned to work in
Yakima where she was born. She spent many years working for the Yakima Health District. Suzanne has recently moved
to Ellensburg and joined the Special Education Technology Center. Suzanne enjoys reading, music and sports.
Barb Lark, CCC-SLP, ATP
Barb Lark is an Assistive Technology Specialist for the Special Education Technology Center (SETC). She also works as a
Speech and Language Pathologist in the Everett Public Schools. She holds a Master’s degree in Speech Pathology and a
RESNA Assistive Technology Practitioner certificate. Her role with SETC includes providing webinars and trainings, as
well as consulting with schools around our state as they implement assistive technology supports for students. Her
particular interests and skills are in the areas of Augmentative & Alternative Communication (AAC) and in the
development of curriculum support materials using multimedia-rich software. Barb also enjoys raising chickens and
gardening.
Linda Doehle, AT Specialist
Linda Doehle recently worked as an Assistive Technology Specialist for the Yakima School District. She graduated from
Whitworth College where she majored in computer science and mathematics and also holds an Assistive Technology
Practitioner certificate. Linda started her career as a software engineer and independent computer consultant. She
enjoys being able to use her technology skills in helping students optimize their abilities through the use of assistive
technology.
Cathy Hoesterey, OTR/L , AT Specialist
Cathy Hoesterey is an occupational therapist and assistive technology specialist. She has worked in the public school
setting for the past 14 years as an AT Specialist and is delighted to be part of the team at SETC providing consultations
and webinars. She has presented at several national conferences such as ATIA, CSUN, Technology and Persons with
Disabilities and Council for Exceptional Children. She enjoys sharing ideas with other educators and AT specialists via
Twitter @ATtips.
Zayne Betts, Student
Zayne is working towards his degree in Information Technology (Computer Science). Zayne has worked at SETC for two
years. He began working as a Packing Clerk and has moved to Web Management.
Katrina Wright, Student
Katrina is working on her degree in Education. She is looking forward to teaching fourth grade. Katrina has been with
SETC for one year and is the Lending Library Packing Clerk.
Daniel Deal, Student
Daniel is working on his degree in Science Education. He is looking forward to teaching middle school science. Daniel
has been with SETC for one year. Daniel supports our Laptop and iPad Software Library.

specialedtechcenter.org/services/trainings
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What’s new in the Lending Library for 2014?

The T10 is a communication device made by
DynaVox, A Tobii Technology Company.

Nexus tablets
We’ve purchased six Nexus 7” tablets for use in
the SETC Lending Library. These devices will be
available for loan to school personnel who would
like to trial an Android device and apps with
students this fall.
Android tablets are just starting to draw interest
in education. Currently there are fewer
educational apps available, in comparison to
those for the iPad. However, the good news is
about price. The Nexus is significantly less
expensive than other tablets. Apps for the Nexus
are available through Google Play (online
resource) and they are similar in price to iPad
apps. To review apps available on our tablet
devices please go to our Software Library page.
https://www.specialedtechcenter.org/services/
software-library/software-library/

This is a dedicated tablet communication
device. It has the DynaVox Compass
communication system with a high
definition display, touch screen, voice
technology and embedded speakers. Here
are several options to learn more about this
device.
SLP’s can download the free companion
app. https://www.mydynavox.com/register
Try a free 30 day trial of the Compass app:
mydynavox.com/TrialApp
Contact SETC to request a loan of this new
device.

Several webinars on the Android based tablet
have been scheduled for early fall.
To check out this item or for more information
about our loan policy, visit our Lending Library at
the link listed below.

DynaVox T10

specialedtechcenter.org/services/lending-library
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What’s New in the Lending Library
continued from Page 6

Flexcat Classroom Audio System
The Flexcat is a wireless auditory support system for
individual students, small groups or whole classrooms. It
provides amplification of the teacher’s voice to groups or
entire classroom via a flat panel speaker or to a small
group or individual via desktop speaker pods. The
instructor wears a small wireless microphone that is
lightweight and easy to operate. The desktop pods are
managed by the teacher through a remote control and
are capable of two-way communication, allowing the
teacher to listen to group discussions or communicate
directly with individual students. Our trial kit can be
configured for whole classroom use or individual use. The
complete system includes the Redcat flat panel speaker/
system hub, 2 speaker /microphone pods, a remote
control and teacher’s microphone & separate earphones
two-way communication.
Please call 509-963-3350 if your school personnel are
interested in borrowing this trial kit.

We offer free webinars daily.
The only items necessary to participate is a
computer and a telephone.
To register go to:
specialedtechcenter.org/services/trainings/
webinars

How to Login to Our Website.
To login to the SETC website go to the
home page at:
www.specialedtechcenter.org


LOGIN

Some accounts will be in place, based on
previous user history. Before creating a
new account we would encourage each
user to try to login using their e-mail
address and the password test1.

Flexcat Classroom Audio System

If the screen returns with a message, then
a new account will need to be created by
following the directions on the bottom of
that web page.

Try 300 iPad apps for free.
There currently have 20 iPads ready for loan in the SETC lending library. Each of these devices
have over 300 apps loaded and ready for trial with your students. To review the list of
applications or request a loan visit the SETC Software Library at:

specialedtechcenter.org/services/software-library/software-library7
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400 East University Way, Ellensburg, WA 98926-7413

SETC is a statewide grant funded by OSPI, Special Education Unit
and administered by Central Washington University.
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu.
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